Broads Authority

Planning Committee
Minutes of the meeting held on 19 August 2005

Present

	Mrs E A Burrows

Mr C C Durrant

Mr A Duce 


	Dr J M Gray 

Ms J Rooza

Mr D Thompson


In Attendance


Ms G Morgan – Director of Planning and Development 

Mr M K Thirkettle – Planning Coordinator 

Mrs R Partridge – Planning Officer (Compliance and Implementation) 

Mr B Hogg – Design and Conservation Officer

Mr M Rooke – Planning Officer, Broadland District

Mr T Woolley – Planning Officer, Waveney District

Mr C Brown  – for the Solicitor

Mrs S A Beckett – Administrative Officer

1 
Appointment of Chairman


The Solicitor invited nominations for Chairman for the ensuing year.


Mrs Burrows proposed, seconded by Ms Rooza, the nomination of Dr Gray.  There being no other nominations, it was


RESOLVED


that Dr Gray be appointed as Chairman of the Planning Committee for 2005/06.

Dr Gray in the Chair.

2
Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr S Dorrington.

3
Appointment of Vice-Chairman


The Chairman proposed, seconded by Mr Thompson, the nomination of Mr Durrant as Vice-Chairman. 

RESOLVED


that Mr Durrant be appointed as Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee for 2005/06.

4
Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 22 July 2005 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

5
 Chairman’s Announcements 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He informed members  that this would be the last meeting for Martin Thirkettle as Planning Coordinator and Ros Partridge as Planning Officer (Compliance and Implementation) before they went on to posts in Broadland District Council  and North Norfolk District Council respectively.

6
Declarations of Interest

Members expressed declarations of interest as set out in Appendix 1 to these minutes.
7
Applications for Planning Permission

The Committee considered applications submitted under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as well as matters of enforcement (also having regard to Human Rights) and reached decisions as set out on the blue pages.  Acting under its delegated powers the Committee authorised the immediate implementation of the decisions.  


The Chairman reminded everyone that the scheme for public speaking was in operation, details of which were contained in the Code of Conduct for Members and Officers.  The Chairman stated that, unless members indicated otherwise, the recommendations from officers in the report would be accepted.  The following minutes related to those applications where further matters of information, or detailed matters of policy not already covered in the officers’ reports, were given additional attention:

(1)
Broadland 05/04/0296 Reedcutter Public House, Station Road, Cantley 

Non-Illuminated Hoarding (Retrospective)



Applicant:  Reedcutter Public House

The Planning Officer referred to the objection that had been received concerning the effect on visual amenity and particularly concerning reduction of visibility and creation of a blind spot.  The Highways Authority had revisited the application since the applicant had not been prepared to set the sign back from its current position by 2 – 3 metres as suggested.  However, they had decided on balance that they had no objection. 

Having carefully considered the objection, the Committee was of the view that the display of the advertisement would not have a significant adverse effect on the visual amenities of the Broads area or have an unacceptable impact within the landscape, nor prejudice public safety on land or water. The proposal was considered to represent an acceptable form of development.

RESOLVED


that the application be approved as it is in accordance with Policies B18 and B11 of the adopted Broads Local Plan, with no conditions.
(2)
Waveney W9702/5BA Dabchick, Broadview Road Lowestoft


Rear replacement single storey conservatory


Applicant: Mr and Mrs Bryant


It was noted that the last paragraph in the assessment was incorrectly included.


The Committee gave careful consideration to the concerns of the Broads Society relating to the possible partial obscuring of the first floor windows.  The further comments received concerning the disagreement with the comments in the assessment were noted.

Members considered that the application represented an improvement on the existing development and that it was acceptable.


RESOLVED

that the application be approved as it is in accordance with Policies H11, B9 and B11 of the Broads Local Plan, subject to details of materials to be supplied and approved prior to commencement.

8
Annual Monitoring Report

The Director of Planning and Development  presented the Annual Monitoring report which reviewed the year particularly in relation to the targets of the Broads Plan, the effectiveness of the Broads Local Plan and the commencement of the Local Development Framework.  It was proposed to circulate the final report to parish councils and other appropriate partners in order to increase understanding of the Authority’s work.  The present report would be used as the basis for a further report to be submitted later in the year in accordance with a prescribed style as required by new regulations for the Local Development Framework.

The Committee noted the further information contained in each of the Appendices.

As part of the report, the Design and Conservation Officer gave a presentation on the progress of the Cultural Heritage Strategy, with particular reference to the pilot study (Appendix D to the report) which concentrated on the River Waveney. The study not only gave an audit of the structures within the area, but also helped to identify those organisations and landowners with whom the Authority could work to help preserve, protect, promote, interpret or secure funding for the features identified.  Although some features might not be important as individual  structures, they could be significant within the context of the Broads as part of its landscape,  history and cultural evolution. 

The Committee welcomed and was fully supportive of the approach being taken and the pilot study’s possible application to other parts of the Broads area.  It was noted that the issue of accessibility was significant and it was suggested that concentrating on existing footpaths and feeding into tourist routes in the first instance could have greater potential for cooperative ventures with the Districts and for interpretation.  It was noted that the strategy would also target those areas where there were applications in relation to the Broadland Flood Alleviation Strategy.  In addition, the Committee noted the benefits of linking in with the work on the Landscape Character Assessment.

The Committee welcomed the report.

RESOLVED


that the Annual Monitoring report be welcomed and noted.

9
Decisions made by Officers under Delegated Powers


The Committee received a schedule of decisions made by officers under delegated powers since 7 July 2005.


RESOLVED


that the report be noted.

10
Appeals to the Secretary of State: Update

The Committee received a table showing the position regarding appeals against the Authority since October 2004.  

RESOLVED

that the report be noted.

11
Decision on Appeal by the Secretary of State: Bridge Stores, Acle

The Committee received a report on an appeal against a temporary consent on the development of a tea room at Bridge Stores, Acle Bridge, Acle.  The appeal was allowed and planning permission granted.

The Planning Coordinator commented that the result had been particularly disappointing since some development had taken place without the benefit of planning permission.  Officers had held site visits and discussions with the applicant for the future development of the tea rooms which had appeared to have been positive.  The aim had been to offer a cooperative approach.  Therefore temporary consent only had been granted.  The Inspector’s decision raised concerns about substandard structures being erected and accepted elsewhere in the Broads. 

The Solicitor clarified that Circular 11/95 emphasised the need to be mindful of advice regarding the use of conditions in planning permission, notably temporary consent. The Inspector considered that the condition imposed failed to meet the tests of the Circular and that in the context of the nearby buildings, the principle of the development was acceptable.

RESOLVED

that the report be noted.

12
Enforcement Update


The Committee received an updated report on enforcement matters already referred to Committee.  


With reference to Wayford Mill, Wayford Bridge, Smallburgh, the Solicitor confirmed that the landowner had been summoned for the non-payment of the fine imposed. The penalty imposed had been made in the Crown Court and the Magistrates’ Court would be required to enforce the decision.  The Solicitor would endeavour to find out the date and time of the hearing to report to members.


It was confirmed that it was up to the Authority to take direct action as the soil was still on the premises in breach of the Judge’s decision.  The course of action had been agreed by the full Authority. The Solicitor was in the process of trying to progress matters.

RESOLVED


that the report be noted.

13
Circular 28/83: Publication by Local Authorities of Information about the Handling of Planning Applications/Development Control Service


The Committee received a report on the development control statistics for the quarter ending 30 June 2005.


It was noted that performance for this last quarter had been in line with national standards and an improvement on the previous quarter.  


The Director of Planning and Development reported that she had met with the managers of the Districts’ Development Control services.  They had agreed to examine the applications with a view to identifying those which took the longest to process and which could be shadowed and possibly taken on by the new members of Broads Authority staff currently being recruited.


Members raised concerns about the difficulties incurred by the Planning Committee at present in light of the changes in the Authority’s constitution and the reduced numbers on which to draw.  In order to function effectively, it was necessary to have a larger pool of experienced or trained members that could be called upon.


The Director of Planning and Development confirmed that a report on various options on the future functioning of the Planning Committee would be submitted to the September full Authority meeting.


Members considered that it would be helpful to the Authority and a courtesy if those who were experienced in the functioning of the development control process could be given the opportunity to be made aware of the various options and possibly make a contribution towards the report.  It was requested that a presentation on the various options be given to the next Planning Committee meeting on 9 September 2005.  It was understood that this would be opportune since the Chief Executive would be attending.


RESOLVED


(i)
that the report be noted; and

(ii)
that the Planning Committee receive a presentation on the possible future options for the functioning of the Planning Committee at its next meeting on 9 September, prior to the full Authority meeting on 30 September 2005.

14   
Staff: Martin Thirkettle (Planning Coordinator) Ros Partridge Planning Officer (Compliance and Implementation) 

The Chairman paid tribute and gave sincere thanks to Martin Thirkettle and Ros Partridge for their dependability and excellent contributions they had made to the Authority over the last 14 years and 5 years respectively. 

The Vice-Chairman endorsed the Chairman’s comments and paid tribute to the officers’ expertise and quietly persuasive skills which had made a tremendous contribution to the functioning of the Planning Committee and the Authority as a whole.  

On behalf of the Authority the Chairman congratulated them on their new roles and wished them well for the future.

15
Date of Next Meeting


It was noted that the next meeting of the Planning Committee would be held on Friday 9 September 2005 at 10.00am at County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich.

The meeting concluded at 11.15am  
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